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Two sources of data were used to produce the
Central and West Texas Forestlands factsheet
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Central & West Texas Forestlands

Forest Inventory and Analysis

The FIA is a national program designed to quantify the amount of resources in forestlands.

Texas Forest Service in conjunction with the USDA Forest Service annually measures 10% of all plots to be
established in West Texas.

Variables include total height, diameter, volume, biomass, etc.
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Central & West Texas Forestlands
NWQOS

National Woodland Owner Survey — NWOS assesses forestland owner
characteristics. Data were obtained from questionnaires delivered during
2007 to an area weighted sample of 1,255 Central and West Texas family
forest land owners. There was a 37 percent return rate.
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Central & West Texas Forestlands

Forestland versus Timberland

Forestland — land that is at least 10 percent stocked by forest trees of any size or
that has been at least 10% stocked in the past, and not currently developed for a
nonforest use
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Forestland makes up about 35 percent of the Central and West Texas
region.

There were 48,074,726 acres of forestland estimated in 2007.

Percent forestland by county, 2007
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Major forestland owners, 2007
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Forestland

Ownership

Ninety-five percent of the forestland is controlled by private owners while 5
percent is operated by a public agency.

Private owners include family forest owners (formerly NIPF) and private
companies such as limited liability companies (LLC) and land conservation

groups.




Forestland

Stand Structure

Stand-diameter class by forest type, forestland, 2007
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Biomass
Average Standing Biomass Per Acre

Average standing biomass (oven-dry tons) per acre of all
trees on forestland by forest type and county, 2007
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Definition of Terms

Diameter (non-woodland species): Tree stem diameter in inches
measured outside the bark and 4.5 feet above the ground (breast
height), commonly referred to as DBH

Diameter (woodland species): For those woody species that have
clumps of stems rather than a single stem, the definition of diameter
differs from the traditional DBH measure. Diameter is calculated as
the square root of the sum of the squared stem diameters that are at
least one foot in length, and one inch in diameter one foot up from
the stem diameter measurement point. FIA refers to this diameter as
the Diameter at Root Collar (DRC). Notable species include juniper,
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Forest type: Forestland classification of the species forming a
plurality of live tree stocking, and largely based on an algorithm of
tallied trees

Hardwoods: Dicotyledonous trees, usually broadleaf and deciduous.

Softwoods: Coniferous trees, usually evergreen, having needles or
scale-like leaves

Volume: The amount of sound wood in live trees at least five inches
in diameter from a one-foot stump to a minimum four-inch top




